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which France demands can never be accorded; and no armament, however powerful and imposing, at a distance, or on our coast, will, I trust, deter us from discharging the high duties which we owe to our constituents, to our national character and the world."
Under all the circumstances this message may be studied as a true index to the character of General Jackson. Not an intimation of irritation, but upon the whole an exhibition of discreet firmness and prudence in a great emergency, that rarely attach to the actions of men in high places when in the performance of duty in the midst of a great crisis. This message was not sent until General Jackson had from King Louis Philippe a direct recognition of the claim, but putting his defense upon the ground that the Chamber of Deputies refused to pay the money. Thus, the President of the United States and King Louis Philippe stood fronting each other with drawn swords, one on the land and the other on the sea, in an attitude that threatened war with all its consequences between the United States and a former ally. At this critical moment England stepped in and tendered her kind offices to both Governments to mediate between them. Jackson, with absolute confidence in the justice and right of his cause, promptly accepted the offer; France also accepted it, and the Government of Great Britain took charge of it, deciding that General Jackson was entitled to the money, every dollar he claimed, 25,000,000 francs. It is due to history that Mr. Calhoun's position in this whole affair shall be here stated.
In former chapters on the bank question and on the expunging resolutions, Mr. Calhoun's conduct towards General Jackson, his forgetfulness of himself and his bitterness towards General Jackson, together with his duplicity in the Seminole war affair, have been fully shown, but at the last moment in General Jackson's effort to settle the French spoliation claims, there was an outcropping from Mr. Cal-
21-2ecessary to its execution; and though payment is withheld on grounds vitally important to ourn and woe; never has any \                           one been so pursued with direful prognostications;   never I                         has any one been so beset and impeded by a powerful com-"'.                         bination of political and moneyed confederates; never has
